
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  February 28, 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 

It is with a great sense of sadness that I write to you today to let you know that we have lost a member of our Old Mill 

Middle School South family. We were informed today that World and Classical Language teacher Kelly Matthews, 

who had been out on medical leave since December, passed away this morning. 

 

Though this was Mr. Matthews’ first year at Old Mill Middle School South after eight years in Anne Arundel County 

Public Schools, his passion and dedication to establishing connections with students was very evident and enabled him 

to forge solid relationships very quickly. It was also clear that Mr. Matthews treasured his position at our school, 

which he called a blessing that allowed him to feel like he belonged.  

 

Mr. Matthews clearly had a passion for teaching language and he loved to work with students to help them enhance 

their skills. He always saw the best in them and was a constant source of encouragement to them. It was clear that he 

positively impacted the lives of many students.  

 

We opted not to inform students of this sad news today so that you, as parents and guardians, could address this matter 

with your child in a manner you deem most appropriate. We will have counselors and our school psychologist 

available tomorrow – and for as long as necessary – to talk with students or staff if needed. Please convey to your child 

that he or she should not hesitate to ask to talk to someone if needed.  

 

Arrangements for Mr. Matthews are incomplete at this time. When those arrangements are finalized, we will have that 

information in our school office. Please call the school if you wish to have that information. If your child wishes to 

attend any services, we strongly encourage you to accompany him or her. If the funeral is scheduled during school 

hours, students who wish to attend will need parental permission to be released from school. 

 

I encourage you to talk openly with your child about this sad event, and to help them understand that it’s OK not to 

have answers to every question. Children learn how to deal with grief by watching adults deal with grief. Please do not 

be afraid to express your emotions in front of your children. Healthy outlets of emotions can be a valuable lesson for 

them. Additional resources to assist you and your child can be found at www.aacps.org/crisisresources in the “Dealing 

with Grief” section near the bottom of the page.  

 

Death is never an easy thing with which to cope, but when it comes so suddenly, it is even more difficult. I know you 

will keep Mr. Matthews’ family in your thoughts and prayers in the difficult days and weeks ahead, and I know I can 

count on all of us to help each other as well. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact the school if we can be of assistance. 

 

       Sincerely, 

 

 

Christian Thomas 

Principal 

CT/bm 

 

http://www.aacps.org/crisisresources

